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I is agreed to on all hands, that nothing does i much con- 
F tribureto the ruineof Kingdoms & Societies, as the abounding 
ot vice and immoralitie: Wickedneſs, where it becomes outra- 
gious, challenges heaven to vindicate its own authoritie, and 
arms God for vengeance againſt a people: and the more ſpreading 
and univetſall it grows, the greater maſs of wrath is thence treaſurd 
up, & deſtruQion thereby the more infallibly aſcertain d. And then 
what overflowing inundations of fury, may juſtly be apprehended, 


beyond whatever this poor land has hitherto ſmarted by, from thoſe 


monſtrous heights of Gigantick vice, which has ſwell'd to degrees, 


that ſcarcely our very fears could have probably ſuggeſted? Witneſs 


all ſorts of the moſt Licentious villanies, that refuſe to know any 
-mounds or reſtraints! we have now beheld Arhei/m fo bold, that it 
no more skulks in corners; but outfaces the Sun and Men: 
We have lived to ſecReligion openly ſcofft down,and exposd as the 
_ enly befitting qualitie of the more flegmatic'k melancholy kind 
of People; Swearing and Drunkenneſs the Genteel faſhionable 
torm of behaviour: luſt and whoredome the ordinarie topicks of 
diſcourſe: Adulterie and viler uncleanneſs brought ro be the Mode: 
Perfidie and Murther authoriz'd: finally, a contempt of all thar's fa- 
Juitie become our ruine, © | 

And now that matters are brought to ſo dreadfull, ſo deſperate 


an Iſſue, the land groaning under ſuch an intolerable load of ſins and 
calamities; what man is ſo hard hearted, ſo regardleſs of God, ſo 


unconcerned for the publick good of his Native Country, fo void 

of all ſenſe of his on, & his neighbours danger, danget in their high- 
eſt & deareſt Cancerns;as will not contribute the utmoſt that in him 
lies, to put the moſt effectual ſtop to theſe common national fins,thar 
_ - otherwiſe will make the kindlings of the divine anger break out 
and conſume all? | | x 
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cred and ſerious; and then it can he no wonder if we ſhall find ini- 


4 2 Dia | 


viler apperites ſuggeſt or prompt them to; and then what ſucceſs 
cat) be promiſed from any attempt for our Cure? 1 29075 


* 
* 


But yet no Wickedneſs, how general ſoever, ought to ſuperſede 
endeavours of a Receverie; but the more prevalent and univerfal, 
vice growes, the more ſtrenuous labours ſhould be imploy ed to con- 
troul it. FVV . 
It is, ſure, one of the beſt Offices x Perſon can undertake, in days 
of general backſliding, to draw the notorious reigning fins of the 
land in their juſt colours, ro paint them in their true and horrid 
ſhapes, that men by beholding the natural z2/:ne/s and deformitie 
of them, and by conſidering what they will end in, may te cautioned 
to forſake them, and ſo may flee from the wrath to come. 

It were a vaſt work to attacque all; I ſhall fingle ont one of the 
fiſt magnitude, viz : the ſwearing inconfiſtent Oaths; which I pre- 
ſume,will by all be confeſs'd to be an Impretie of the greateft ſize, 
and to have a moſt powerful Energie in drawing on all thoſe Woes 

and Calamities, we have been ſo deeplie plung'd into. | 
It will be readilie acknowledg'd, by all the wrangling Factions 
amoregſt us, that the Land has been involved in no leſs, than the horrid 
guilt of Perjurie; as indeed, where there has been ſo much ſwearing 
& counter ſweating, how could it poſſiblie eſcape?Every new turn of 
affairs, muſt be acompanied with new model'd Oat he, adapted to the 


Circumſtances of the prevailing Party, tight or wrong; & then all muſc 


to Pot, who cannot ſwear & ſign theſe, how flatly ſoever contradicto- 
ty to theſe others that preceeded them; without the leaſt regard pay d 
to the former Obligations, though as ſolemn as any later that can 


be ſubſtituted ja their room. I need not give Inſtances; the Solemn 


League, and Declaration, the Tender, the Te, © are too notorious 
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Pregnant inſrances to be denyed: And the Crime, upon an ordinary 
examination of the terms, thence too apparent;than which there aan 
be no higher Contempt, put upon the.tremendons Majeſty of GD; 
nor any wickedneſs, which raiſes a Iouder cry at the Tribunal of 
Heaven for vengeance: and if Men can once be habituated to, and 

harden themſelves in ſuch courſes, there. is an end of all that's 
holy and heavenly, tendet and apprehenſiye in human Nature; and all 

_ thoſe-ſtorms and tempeſts ot the divine indignation to be expected. 

which reſult from the Juſtice of an affronted, fin-revepging GOD. | 
No, can there be any man ſo devoted to all thats execrable and f 
accurs d, ſuch a lover of miſchief, as that he would not heartily 4 
- With for a proper Remedie of ſo great an Evil : And here it may be 
pPropoſed to conſideration, what might be the moſt expedient Mean, | 
co prevent ſuch groſs commiſſions in this Particular, as, if not ob- 
viated, muſt needs overwhelm and confound all, fink and ruin the * 
Nation, and our felves? And whether, conſidering that Faith has 
ſo ſenſiblie failed from among Men, it wete not at preſent adviſe- 
able, for ſaving, the Land from farther heights of Sin, and ſo to 
ward off the moſt formidable judgements, that otherwiſe threaten F 
us; whether, I ſay, conſidering theſe things, it were not adviſable, , 
to forbear the impoſing of thoſe cuſtomary Obligations, and to dis, F 
ſpenſe with all publick Oaths, the ſwearing of which, in the preſent = 
depravation of mens. manners, can afford, no poſſible ſecuritie to 
the Publick; but only tend to inflime our Guilts, and more high-/ 
lvy to incenſe God to pour out his fierceſtAnger upon us. 

It cannot indeed be denyed, but that the cuſtom of binding Sub- 
jecte, by Oaths of Allegianet, to the Supreme Powers, hath been 
rety univerſal ; and ſpread it felf far and nigh all the World over: 
It was ever Judged reaſonable to proyide the moſt e for 
the common ſafety, and to guard moſt carefully againft all di- 
fiurbance of the Publick Peace and Tranquiltity ; and to make ſure 

of this, nothing was ſo promiſing, as to put Men under the moſt 

Sacred Ties of reſtraint ; that having invoked GOD Fudge and A- 

venger, they might, be kept back from whatever tended to embroil 
or confound affairs; that however any bold Inceadiaries might oye 
for Impunity from humane Power, they might ſt ili be awed by the 
inconquetable dread of the Omnipatent Fuſtices, that would u * 
| f . . . ; . a 3 voi i 
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5 1 . 
-yoidably puiſue the violation of their Holy Vowes : but then all 
this was to ſuppoſe, that Men made Conſcience of performing 
what they had undettaken; and were heartily reſolved, with an un- 
ſhaken conſtancie, firmly on all hazards, to Gand by what they 
had ſo Solemnly engag'd to, as they-:ſhould anſwer to GOD on the 
contrary - But now that there has ſuch degeneracie and Corruption 
of Manners Tprung up amongſt us, and there ſeem to be no longer 
any impreſſions of Religion or Morality left on the minds of Men, 
but they can as eafily burf# aſunder all the moſt Sacred Bonds of 
Allegiance, as if chey were only threds of Cob. web; no other fruit 
dt their Oath being diſcernable, but the horrid Guilt of breaking 
them; while matters are brought to this paſs, it ovghr ſadly to 
be laid to Heart, whether out of pure reſpect to the Honour of 
GOD, and Holy Reverence to his Name, it be not the far ſafer 
Courſe, to lay aſide the impoſing, or Swearing of thoſe Oaths, 
which do ſo notorioufly tend to the farther Debauching of Mens 
Minds, and ſearing their Conſciehces? And to incline Men to fa- 
wour this Overture, theſe few obvious Conſiderations may be brief- 
iy inſiſted on. | 5 
{- That no Party Tooner gets the Aſcendant over their Opponents, 
Hut theit ontmoſt Invention is ſtretched, all art imployed to ſecure 
1theniſelves in the Peſſeſſion of what, it may be, only their force 
and wiolence has wreſfted; and quite io ſuppreſs and hear down all 
:thatzrannorjuſtify their proceedings, and applaud ( like enough) 
he gronndleſs fictions of their diſtempered Brains; and then Oaths 
mut be deviſed with particnlar reſpeQ to their own, And their ad- 
wetfaries Tenents; that ſuch as have different ſentiments of mat- 
"ters {from them, may be brought either to diſclaim what theß 
navel formerly proſeſſed to believe, ' or expoſed to all the hardſhips 
and Calamities, that their perſecuting inſulting Foes have the power 
10 iniflict upon them. And theſe Obligatiops being countenanced 
by the Authority in being, at the time, when they are impoſed, 
ute cryed up by all the Abettors thereof, as Religious and neceſſary; 
and all that refuſe them, branded with the moſt Odious Names 
theit Ipite can load them with: And though nothing be leſs intend- 
ed than the well fare of the Community, or the Advancement of Re- 
Hz on z ea, let Religion ſuffer the moſt mortal wouuds * Ar- 
| | .tificeg 
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 tifices can give her, and the ſtrengthning the faction be the only 


aim of their Contrivanees; yet, O profane mockerie G00 is en- 
tituled to the facbion; their fiery Violence is Cbriſtned Zea; and 
the ſtanding or falling of Religion, muſt ſtreight be made to depend 
on the intereſt they have eſpouſed, and he that comes ſhort of 
their bitter fury, is luke-warm; and all non-compliance is down 
right enmity to the-Go/pe/; And then their way being neceſſary, 


nothing leſs can ſuffice, ihan the Interpoſing the moſt Solemn Oatbe 


to ſupport and perpetuar the Cauſe: but when the fulſome hy po- 


Land, or in pity of the miſeries of ir, ſends another Change, no 
- ſooner is the Scene ſhifted, but as the ſure Concomitant of that, 
there Succeeds a new Revolution of Oaths; and Theſe again fram- 
ed inthe plaineſt Contradictorie Terms ro thoſe that went before 
| To, as to be ſure, the former ſhall be openly abjured by the /a7- 

ter: And when the oppreſſed get from under the Rod of their per- 

ſecutors, they reckon - the ſevereſt Treatment they can repay, but 

a juſt Recaliation : their reſentments grow more ſtubborn, than can 
| be eafily appeaſed ; and the heap of Injuries they have ſuſtained, 
is too great for all theirCharitie toPardon; Thus as theScalesTurn, 
there's nothing but ſwearing backward and forward ; and what we 
ate now required to abjure, ſhall by the W of affairs, be 

impoſed as indiſpenſible neceſſary Duty. Now, I would defire 

any ſober Man in GOD's name, to tell me, whether he thinks 
there can be a more dreadfullSin, than ſuch a deſultorious playing 
with Oaths ? What ee poſſiblie be put upon the 
glorious Majeſty of GOD? What can more expoſe the Gravity 
and Wiſdom, the Piety and Probity of the Nation? Or prepare 
ſader plagues and a more certain intolerable Ruin? Sure I am, 
uch as have the power in their hands to prevent ſo great an Evil, 
are concerned to lay it ſadly to heart? for they that can hinder a 
"Sin, and do it not, are highly accountable to GOD fot it. And in 


this ReſpeQ it may ſeem reaſonable to difpenſe with the Oaths, E- 


ſpecially if we tarther, 


11. Conſider, what ſmall Reckoning men have now whappily x? 
learned to make of them: Publick Bonds for Money, and Pub/ick ' 


Oaths, are xeputed mere matters of fogin; that lay no obligation | 
ee | | ne | 


— 


mes abominable; and GOD for the tranſgreſhons of a 


on the Conſcience ;. and there are" but a few that judge them: 
ſelves any longer bound by them, than a fair occaſion offers of e- 
mancipating them: Whatever the importance of their moſt Solcun 
Promiſes have been, they make no difficulty, on the-firſt tempta- 
tion, of engaging themſelves to the other fide of the contradition. 
AGailt, this, of Tuch an atrocious nature, as muſt needs utterly 
lay waſte the Conſcience, and render it infenfible and callous. 
It's not the opinions we take up, that can alter the nature of our 
Duty : the haineuſneſs of Perjurie is nothing abated by the ſtub. 
born confidence of our Fancies: The Divine SanQtions cannot be 
altered by any Power of our Imaginations: All our belief can have 
no efficacie towards the making that Venia!, which GOD has made 
Damning. Sin will retain its native Venom, its own proper Dead. 
Ay Mature, whatever ſleight. pet functorie notions we force our ſelves 
to entertain concernipg it. Would Men therefore ſummon up their 
ſerious attention, and, in GOD's Fear, deliberatly weigh what is 
ato be done, its fairly ſuppoſeable they would utterly aboliſh a 
Pradlice, whereby, becauſe.of Mens. wild miftaken notions, they 
.do-unwarily-deceive their own Soule, and moſt pal pablie provoke 
and diſhonour that all- powerful and juſt Judge, to whom Ven- 
geance doth belong. It's proper here to remember that theSwear- 
ing pro and con in the conteſts betwixt the Houſes of Tork and Lan- 
.cafter was ſo hainous a Tranſgreſſion, as could, it ſeems, be expia- 
ted by no leſs Sacriſice, than. of a hundred Thouſand Lives; for 
zno fewer were {lain in that quarrel. ' _ © © 
IIII. Let ir be conſidered that theſe Oaths ate a plain force & vid- 
Hence to-moRt even-of thoſe that Swear them: Some Men for Worls- 
ly advantage are tempted to take them, though with reluQtant 
Conſciences. A. great maay ſtand condemned by the Sentence of 
their own Hearts, in the very moment of the Solemnity. Intereſt is 
the great ' Deity that has by far the meſt. Votaries; ther's noting 
Jo. hazardous, Which the. proſped of Gain will not make men ad- 
venture on; there are but few ſuch Virtuous Souls as are able to 
> reſiſt a Temptation of getting. For a piece of Money, one will 
Aruggle hard with, and worſt bis own Conſcience, and defie pte- 
ent Conviftions, in the very inſtant of his .groſleſt commiſſions : 
tag then it's Obvious chat che anvexing Oarbs to ſucrative Flaces. 


} 
— 


— 


FH . K b 7 | 
is one of the moſt Dangerous Snares poſſible: Profit is a bait that 
will make. w' Hook be fwallowed down, Now ſure, hereby comes 
Evil, that all the benefic, that can be pretended on. the other ſide, 
can never pre ; 0 e e 


IV. Add, as an unavoidable conſequent of this, the unſpeakable Da- 


mage thataccrues to the Publick, by the frequent Revolutions and 


 Interfering of Oatht:for, by this means the beſt & moſt uſeful Men are 

often kept back from places of Truſt, and ſuch thruſt in, as are 
the Plague and reptoach of Mankind: he that regards GOD and 
himſelf, fears an Ozrh;' and will not ſwear any thing, but what he 
is fully ſatisfied does plainly conſiſt with his ſtrict duty, and all 
the former Obligations, that have at any time paſs'd upon him 
thence he is barr'd-thoſe Stations wherein he might be a Bleſſing to 
his Countrey. Wheteas on the other hand the Vicious Man, that 
by his Leud Converſation has numm'd and ſtifled his Conſcience, 
and blotted out all ſenſe of Virtue in his Soul, will bogle at nothing; 
but at all rates will climb up to theſe Poſts ot Advantage or Au- 
thority, that his Covetouſne ſ or Ambition beckon him to- Let 
him have Money and Honour, and he ſhall never enquire on what 
Terms he comes by them! And what's to be expected from the 
advancing ſuch to Rule and Dignity 2 Will they reſpect Eguity, 
or fai y. adminiſter Fuſtice? Will they diſpenſe the Law - 
with Candor, and equally maintain Truth between Man and Man? 
Nay, will they not notoriouſly pervert Judgement, and have their 
Eyes Blinded wich Bribes? And make the ſaddeſt jumble and 
medley of affairs, from which, nothing but general Confufion and 
Miſchief ſhall enſue? For when the wicked bear Rule, the City 
mourneth ; and the moſt dreadful Comets do not ſo certainly pre- 
ſage future Calamitles, as the preferring Vicious men to places of 
Eminence and Government. And yet this miſchief is caus'd by 
nothing maxe-vifibly,- than the frequent varying the Terms of get- 
ting indo Lupleyment, which is 267 icuance that calls Loudly for Re- 


A 5 5 
41 Another Miſchief of vaſt Conſideration, that the impoſing of 
Oaths effects, is, that they do exceedingly tend to the farther 
Widening of thefe woeful Differences, already, far too Notorious; 
hen the Prejudices of — Parties are hightned by the in- 


tervention 
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tervention of an Ob, what hope is there left remaining of tſie 
poſſibility of a Retonciliation this fixes a jz'ye X cu, an unpaſſable 
Gulf berwixt them: and the breaches that might have been Cemen- 
ted before, are hereby rendered irreparable. This is a compendi 
- ous way to ſhut the door againſt. all Peace, and to make our 
wranglings and Con:entions endleſs : Even the more moderate and 
cooler Tempers, are hereby_inflamed to che higher of Bigotrie; and 
| their Al'enations wax ſo inveterate, that they can no longer liften 
to any propoſals of a Pacification: So that it may with great pro- 
bability be averr'd, that it's the handy ing of Oaths to and fro, to 
which we owe all the bitter conteſts that have been managed with 
ſuch Implacable Haired it may confidemly be affirmed they had, 
at leaſt; otherways never been ſo fierce. For, with, whatever indiffe- 
rence perſons may teſpe A the oppoſite Parties, e te they be engag d, 
yet when once they are drawn in, by a Solemn ſtipulation, the Sup- 
port ofthe L, is made the Object of their Zeal; and it ſtands 
them on their Reputation, to aſſert the necelsity, juſt or unjuſt, of 
what they are Sworn to Maintain. And then, at all rates, down 
with their adverſaries; and nothing ſhort of Slaughter and deſtrutti- 
on is breathd out again all that ſhall dare to queſtion the cetainty 
of the Articles they havFtmbrac'd ; however doubt full theſe pro- 
poſitions ſcmerimes spread to themſelves. And then what 
more ſeaſonable Charity than to abltratt the Foment from 
theſe accurſed Diviſions, by prohibiting thoſe Oaths, rhat add 
Fewel to our Flames, and perpetuat our janglings? For fo 
it might be hoped that in a little time, our unnatural Heats would 
die out, & more of mutual furbearance and brotherly Kindneſs ſhould; 
ſpring up amougſt us; our Animoſities would graduilly decay, 
when ſo great a cauſe of Diſtintion were removed ;' and Men by 
becoming more difintereſted, would be more Impartial in their 
diſquifitions for Truth; and prejudices being laid aſide, they would. 
with greater freedom of Spirit embrace that, wherever they found 
it. Thus, the miſts of Errour might be diſpell'd and vaniſh a and 
that pure and undefited Religion, which is peaceable, full of Mercy 
and good Fruits, and without partiality, ſhould ſhine: in its true 
Glory; and our Zion might yet riſe in her native Beauty and ſplen- 
dour, become a peaceable and proſperous Hahitation, the Joy and 
Praiſe of the whole Earth. Let me here but briefly mention, = 
jw e 
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«heſe diſtinguiſningOathedo often make fatal Rebounds upon theAu- 
hors of them; Amiclar made Haniba/Swear at theAltar bt his RS / 
that he ſhould never make Peace with theRomens;& his Wars at Taft 
termigated in the final overthrow, the utter Exciſion of Carthage. 
VI. The diſpenſing withPublick Oaths would goe a wondrous in- 
credible length, towards the removing of thoſe Commotions and di- 


fturbances that are of ſuch pernicious- Conſequence to humane So- 


cieties, and to enſtate us in the bleſsful poſſeſs ion of the profoundeſt 
Peace: there can be no greater ſecurity to any Government, than 
its being eaſie and Gentle; this takes off the aſperirie of Mens 
Minds, drives out whatever grudges, and cuts off all pretentions 
For ſullen Murmurs and Complaints. It has a ſweet Force, ſuffici= 
ent to conquer any Reſiſtance, to reconcile all tractable generous 
Tempers, and caries a power in it able to Charme the moſt obſtinat: 
When there is nothing left for men to Odject, what Fears or Jea- 
louſies can be intertain'd of Plots or Conſpiracies to undermine 
that Setlement, that every body enjoyei ſuch deſired Contentmenr 
under? lt creats mutual Confidence and Aſſurance in Rulers and 
People, & of all things does the moſt, to make the one quiet, and 
the cther ſafe; whereas Rigorous harſh Impoſitions make the Spirits 
ferment, and beget Corrupt Humours, that do break out into dange- 
Tous eruptions in the Body Politick, and hurle the World into 
Coyfuſions; The depraved infirm Fleſh ſhrinks under what is af- 
flictive, has averſions ro the Croſs, and can with difficulty be in- 
duc'd by all the Rhetorick of Heaven, either to take it up, or bear 
it: when *cis loaded with what is grieveous, it frets and ſtorms, 
and is apt to ſtick at nothing that may disburden it. IIl Blood can 
hardly by any means be ſweetned, and where Choler predomines, 
no Authority of any Laws Divine or Humane can repreſs it: New 
all ground of ſuch dangerous diſcontent is taken off, by forbear- 
ing whatever can be judged ſevere, by laying afide ſuch diſcri- 
minating Teſts as Factious Seditious Men make Occaſions of diſ- 
.quieting the World: and were every ſuch thing diſpenſed with this 
mild uſage could not but ſhame Men into good Nature: Anda 
peaceable diſpoſition, and a bappy deliverance frem all Tumults 
and moleſtations, muſt needs be the certain conſequent-of not 
Aeavying Men the leaſt ſhadow of a Foundation to quartel on. 
0 Bi: - Were 
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Were theſe few -thivgs ſeriouſly pondeted, and ſincere Honeft 
| Deſigns of advancing Religion and Virtue entertained in the breaſts 
ot Men, ir might, with ſome Confidence, be hoped, that they 

would chearfulty concur to remove what is attended with fuch 
manifeſt Inconveniencies, and by the diſuſe of which, ſo many ſignal 
Advantages ſhould be obtained. What rank ot Men is he to be 
numbered in, who will needs pertinacioufly adhere to what he 
Plainly obſerves to be the Source and Origin of fo many woeful 
Guilts and Calamities? Does he fear GOD, ot love Virtue who 
would not baniſh away, what, he muſt needs know, GO D does 
hate, and will puniſb / And who is he, who under a live ſenſe of the 
Divine Juſtice & Holineſs, dares think of Patronizing the cuſtome 
of Swearing contrary Oaths,whereby the Omnipotent GOD is moſß 
-grieveouſly offended, and which ripens for the moſt frightful de- 
firuftion, and for which GOD's Judgements are already fo viſibly 
abroad in the Earth? Has he any Zeal for. the honour of G O D, 
whois not concerned for the profane contempt caſt upon his Holy 
Name? Does he with the thriving and proſperity of the Publick, 
that would not prevent the occafion of a Sin, that muſt needs un- 
do and ruine it? Would to GOD,I were able to Tay any thing on 
this Head, that might awake and call up Mens Thoughts, rouſe 
their Attentions, and. ſet them in earneſt a thinking as under the 
All. ſeeing Eye of GOD, whether what has deen ſaid deſerves any 
Regard from them ! and what every orcs, bound duty may require 
from him, in his ſeveral Station and Capacity! Would Men be 
-ſo juſt to their Maker, ſo kind to themſelves, as to be perſwaded 
to compare the Advantages and diſadvantages of either ſide; and 
to Chuſe the Good, and refuſe the Evil; One might promiſe ſoon 
to hear it become the general Cry, the common Supplication No 
more SWEARING! No more PUBLICK OATHS, that by their 
"interfering muſt needs be of all things on Earth the moſt full of 
Terror, the moſt full of Guilt and Danger! f 5 
But whatever the advantages the comply ing with the deſign of 
this attempt might be attended with, It is not to be doubted, but 

it will meet with fierceenough oppoſition (as indead all heal! 

Overtures have Ordinarily the Fate to be treated with the bittere 
Spite and ContradiQtion ) and upon vatious accounts may have 
dlack enough Colours laid upon it. - ©. * Bore 


9 


LT 4 a3 } - 
Some will be Enemies to it from the apprehenſion of the. privat 
ifs ant Damage that themſelves in particular might ſuſtain, by 
ne ſucceeding of any ſuch Propoſal : this might poſſiblie, hey 
think, make Changes; and ſo, they who are in the preſent enjoy- 
nent of any gainful Poſts might be diſſelz d; and others made to 
reap the Profits: ard therefore ſuch, no doubt, will furiouſly Ma- 
lign and Reſiſt: but if they be virtuous Perſons, and demean them - 
| ſelves as Men of merit and ſufficiencie for the Truſt they enjoy, 
there's no reaſon for them, to ſer themſelves, on this account, a= 
gainſt what might be of good uſe to the Community; for nothing 
could more ſecure men of worth and Merit: But if they be of an- 
other Stamp, it were à general Bleſsi g to have them removed; 
and one of the greateſt benefits ſuch an Alteration ſhould effect, 
would be che turning our Vicious, inſufficient & Scandalous Men; 
and what harm could come by their Fall? But, whatever endea- 
vouts any Perſons, on ſuch accounts, may uſe, to oppoſe a publick 
Good); it ought not to be neglected to gratify the Ambition or 
Covetouſneſs of Private Men : For Woe to that ſelf ſeeking chat 


* 


wiſhes to thrive upon the Publick Ruin. 3 
But others will be ready vehemently toexclaim againſt any fuch 
diſpenſation, as being injurious to the Supreme Power; it being 
biekly reaſonable that all 7u//cſt Aſſurance ſhould be taken, of the 
Subject for the preſervation and ſecurity. of the Government: and 
bow ſhall any Soveraign expect fidelity, where it is not faithfully 
promi ſed? This is, I confeſs, the moſt material Plex that can be 
oppoſed to what is now reaſoned for; And truly if the ſafety or 
the Government could be ſufficiently provided for, and obtain 
any ſure watrandice from Mens Vowing Fealitie, it might appear 
à Crime to liſta lip againſt, or return any Anſwer to this Objecti- 
on; it being moſt juſt that they ſhould in the Name of G O D en- 
gage; not only, not to do them harm themſelves, but take all 
poſſible care, and uſe their utmoſt, moſt faithful endeavours, 
-that none :ſþould be done them by others; but then what they ſo 
undertake, they, ought to adhere to, to their lives, end. But Alas 
when nothing is effectuat by any ſuch Means; when dayly 
experience convinceth us, that all -this produces nothing but the 
blackeſt, moſt dite Galt, what ground in the World is there, to ro- 


quite 


guire or impoſe Oaths, "WS MA no Conſcience of obſerving? 
And which only tend to profane the Dread ful Name of GO D, to 
* contemr-and provoke the Divine Majeſty, & to treaſure up a great- ' 
er ſtock of Wrach againff the Land? for in a few words it may 
be made plain to a demonſtration, that in the preſent Corruption 
of the World, Publick Oaths are abſolutly of no Benefit, or Uſe 
imaginable: For he whoſe. principles or Intereſt bind him, to a 
Partie or Eſrabliſhment, will bc ſtedfaſt thereto without the in- 
terventien of an Oath: But if a Man ſwears againſt his Principles - 
and his Intereſt, no ſuch Tie will bind him, ten thouſand ſuch 
Oarbs ſhall neyer hold him faſt, nor does he think himſelf obliged 
to continue firm to them; Bur on the contrary the grating Senſe - 
of 'what he judges himſelf to have treſpaſſed in, will powertully 
draw and move him to make the beſt Reparation he is able, for 
the wrong ſiep he has taken; whence it evidently appears wholy 
vain, to expect any Security to the publick, by the in terpoſition 
of Oaths. | N „ 
But the moſt implacable Enmitie will ariſe, from thoſe who are 
of that envious Temper, as to grudge the leaſt eaſe to tender Conſci- 
ences. This its true, is of ſo black a dye and ſpeaks ſuch a helliſh diſ- 
poſi tion, as will find few or none that will make open profeſſion of 
it: for this were bare facedlie to vouch themſeives cruel perſecatots: 
But yet it is ſhrewdly co be ſuſpected, There are not wanting, Men 
of that malevolent nature, as would find a torment in any favour 
granted to thoſe whom they bear no kindneſs to; and take a Particu- 
lar Complacencie in whats re may affli& or enſnare them; than whch 
thete can be no Qualifie more contrary to the Spirit of Chriſtianity: . 
- for ihis is to pleaſe ones ſelf with that which is the ſatisfaction of 
the devils, :who are delighted with the miſeries and ruines of men: 
and the neareſt reſemblance,and moſt lively portraiture of a Devil 
is an invidious Nature, that wiſhes or contrives what is hurtfull 
:and prejudicial to another. And then wherever any thing of this 
ſpirie is diſcernable (as alas! 2 very 'Superficial Scrutiny may too 
_ -eafily Ciſcover it) all that have learned Chriſt, muſt on: hemſelves 
bound to controul it. 8 4 
I cannot foreſee any thing farther, worth noticing, that this over- 
gute can be charged with; and therefore would men without oy 
. . 5 | 2 
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ly themfelves to pes ſome ſerious thoughts about it, its haxdly 


e ſuppoſed it could meet with any refiſtance-from ſober, pious, 
-- yell-diſpoſed perſons. For is there not a God, and is he not the aven- 
of fin? & can any man who believes his Being, reckon it indiffe- 
rent, whirher his great and dreadfull name, be reverenced or blaſphe- 


med)? and does not the religious obſervance or Profane violation of 


our promiſfory Oaths amount to all this ? For, let any Impartial man 
narrowly Examine the Importance of thoſe diverſiſied Oaths that 
have been impoſed, and let him try his art of reconciling the terms 
if he can: And by the time that he has a while imployed his thoughts, 


as 3n Gods preſence, about them, he may come to con- 


ceive a difference betwixt him that ſwearerh, and him that fear- 
eth an Oaih. The very Heathen had always the greateſt tender- 
neſs and regard for their Oaths (whereof abundant inſtances might 
be given) and ſhall they ſeem to loſe their facredneſs amongſt thoſe 


wh? are called Chriſtians? God forbid ! and yet what Eſteem can. 


he be thought to hold them in, who ſwears incomparable inconſiſt- 

ent things; what can it be to take the name of the Lord in vain, if 
this be not it; And is it a frightfull Impietie firſt to take them, 
and then to break them? and what muſt it needs be to require, to urge 

and force them? This is what may exact Mens moſt Atten- 
tive Conſideration : Eve:ie one who has a due care of his foul 

will be ſtudious co exoner himſelf in this: Men will find it 
Dreadfull appearing before Chiifts tribunal to anſwer not only 
tor their own perſonal ſtns, but for the guilrs of others which they 
have cauſed. And if there was any ſpecifick kind of fin which I did 
more eſpecially dread the danger of; that I were to put up my moſt 
earneſt ſuit to God to be kept free from, as being of the moſt atro- 
cious provoking nature; I think I ſhoutd not much miſtake in my 
condeſcenſions; if my moſt heartie prayer when l ſhall at laſt Rand 
before rhe dread Judgement Seat of Chriſt, were, O God I pray more 


Particularly that I never be found guiltie of the moſt horrid ſin of 


perjury. Think what the Character of a Perjured Perſon is in the 
common verdict of mankind, and even in the eſt imat of our own Laws! 
and is the fin fo black and ſcandalous when it is perſonal! and is it 
leſs ſo, when tis National? No! certainly it is vot; for it is ſuch a moſt 
formidable piece of wickedneſs, ſuch a horrid crime, a Piaculum, as 


may well be Judged to forfeit the divine proteQtion; and leave a 
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WE” "IE guil it, open to all the Ra and Mali | 
— Devil — 1 — on by him at his pleaſure an? Malice | 
till they fill up the-meaſure of their pans ev I Wie *% 
God come upon them tothe-urtermolt?':-and therefore 
pole, moſt applicable is che Admonition of St. Famer, Cy 


.conclude: But obove all J ee 0a Se: 
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